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Sow, Grow 
and Farm 

In the Spring Term, our geography topic will be ‘Sow, Grow and Farm’. This project consists of 
learning about food webs and animal and plant life cycles, as well as learning about sexual and 
asexual reproduction in plants and having the chance to look at parts of a plant in more detail. 
We will then move on to farming in the UK and what modern farming looks like by using a 
case study to support our knowledge. We will also look at farming around the world, including 
seasonality, food miles and working out how far our food has travelled!  

 
English  

  

Writing 
In our writing lessons, the children will explore different text types to further their 
understanding and application of a range of writing skills. Firstly, the children will be writing a 
recount based on the book Frankenstein by Beverley Birch and Rohan Eason. The children will 
be writing a letter. Writing recounts gives the children the opportunity to practise past tense 
structures while applying accurate punctuation and grammar. We will then move on to using a 
different high-quality text in writing to write a range of different pieces.  
 
Reading 
Due to the importance of reading, the children will take part in daily reading sessions where 
they will complete a range of activities to develop their reading fluency and comprehension. 
Please continue to encourage your child to read regularly at home and support them in 
accessing and progressing through the Accelerated Reader program.  
 
We will be using our ‘Accelerated Reader’ scheme to support reading at home. Teachers will 
be checking the system daily to assess the amount of time children are spending reading, as 
well as the quality of what they are reading and then will have conversations based on this. 
Please make sure your child is reading their Accelerated Reader book at home, as well as in 
school, and quizzing when they have finished.  
 
Spelling  
In class, we will be using the Grammarsaurus spelling scheme to teach spelling. This scheme 
helps children to understand spelling in more depth by focusing on morphology (how words 
are built from smaller parts, such as prefixes and suffixes), etymology (where words come 
from and how their history influences spelling), and orthography (the rules and patterns of 
how words are written). This approach supports children in developing strategies to work out 
and remember spellings, rather than simply memorising lists. Alongside this, weekly spelling 
homework will be set using Spelling Shed. Please note that these homework activities are not 
directly linked to the Grammarsaurus lessons taught in class; instead, they focus on practising 
common exception words (those tricky words that don’t always follow usual spelling rules), 
helping children to secure these essential spellings. 
 
 
 



Library 
Children will continue to have the opportunity to visit the school library at lunchtimes to 
choose their Accelerated Reader book. All of the books in the school’s library will support the 
children in progressing through the Accelerated Reader program. As well as this, children can 
use the AR book guide to find out if their own books are within their ZPD range and a suitable 
level for them to read. 
 
 

 

Mathematics 
 
 
 
 

We will continue to use White Rose in our Maths lessons. We will begin the new year by 
exploring multiplication and division, using methods to multiply by a 2 digit number and 
complete short division with remainders. Later in the term, we will complete another unit on 
fractions where children will be able to consolidate their knowledge and learn how to multiply 
fractions and calculate fractions of quantities. 
 
After half term, we will complete a unit on decimals and percentages. We will learn 
equivalence between fractions, decimals and percentages and use our knowledge of rounding 
to round numbers to different decimal places. We will also be looking at calculating perimeter 
and area. Finally, we will move onto statistics, where we will look at interpreting line graphs 
and tables.    
 
Times Table Booklets  
The children will be completing Times Table Booklets once a day, as well as maths fluency 
each day, and we encourage you to help your children learn and recall these crucial times 
table facts to benefit their overall maths skills. Take full advantage of our Times Table 
Rockstars school subscription and if you cannot find a login – please ask!  
 

 

 
Science 

During the Spring term, we will be looking at a Human Reproduction and Ageing project. 
Children will learn about different animals’ life cycles, and the similarities and differences 
between these. We will then move on to learning more details about the different stages of 
the human life cycle, including learning the changes during puberty, and describing the 
scientific process of human reproduction. Finally, we will investigate how ageing affects 
reaction times.  
 

 
Art & 
Design 

The children will take part in regular art and design lessons. Our project is called ‘Line, Light 
and Shadow’ and as part of this we will learn about the visual qualities of line, light and 
shadow through using different mediums such as pencil and pen. The children will explore the 
work of Pablo Picasso and Rembrandt and will be introduced to a range of shading 
techniques. We will also look at black and white photographs. 

D.T 

In DT this term we will be looking at a project called ‘Eat the Seasons’. This project teaches 
children about the meaning and benefits of seasonal eating, including food preparation and 
cooking techniques. We will then use our knowledge to design and make a seasonal soup. 



Computing 

In computing lessons this term, the children will focus on programming and will learn to use 
physical computing to explore the concept of selection in programming. We will then move 
onto a unit focusing on data and information. In this unit children look at how a flat-file 
database can be used to organise date in records. The children will use tools within a 
database to order and answer questions about data. During our Online Safety lessons, we will 
look at Online Reputation and Online Bullying.  
In Online Reputation we will explore the concept of reputation and how others may use 
online information to make judgments. It offers opportunities to develop strategies to 
manage personal digital content effectively and create positive profiles.  
In Online Bullying, we will explore bullying and other online aggression, and how technology 
impacts those issues. We will explore strategies to deal with these issues, including how to 
effectively report signs of online bullying.  

Spanish  

In the spring term, the children will learn to tell the time in Spanish. They will read, say and 
show the time on a clock, write the time in sentences, and understand the time when it is 
spoken or written. They will pronounce words accurately and use the phrases de la mañana, 
de la tarde and de la noche. The children will ask and answer questions about the time using 
¿Qué hora es? and Es/Son…. They will also learn about money by recognising euro coins and 
notes, understanding and saying prices, writing a cheque, and using numbers from 0 to 100. 
Learning will be supported through co-operative games to practise key vocabulary and 
language skills. 

Physical 
Education  

Children will be taught P.E. weekly during teachers’ PPA time. During the Spring Term, we will 
be looking at more traditional gymnastics, trying to gain a deeper understanding of 
gymnastics shapes, and linking movements together fluently to perform a series of small 
sequences. We will also look to work efficiently with a range of partners during the activities.  
 
Additionally, children will have a Real P.E session with their teacher where the focus will be 
on our cognitive and creative skills. Children will explore their stance and footwork in a range 
of different game types. Later on, they will utilise these skills in games.  
 
In Spring 1, some children will also have additional booster swimming sessions. Please refer 
to the letter sent home for more information about this.  
 
Please make sure that your child continues to come to school in their PE kit on alternative 
Wednesdays and Thursdays (Thursday the first week back, followed by Wednesday the next 
week, and so on), as well as Friday (only if they are not completing swimming sessions).  

Music 

We will continue to use Charanga to support out music lessons. In the Spring term, we will be 
focussing and learning a song called ‘Make you Feel My Love’. We will also be learning the rap 
‘The Fresh Prince of Bel-Air’ in Spring 2, which we will sing and play along with the 
glockenspiels. As always, singing will be part of our weekly assemblies. 

History  

Our Autumn project had a history focus and we will revisit history again later in the year. 



Geography 

In Geography lessons, as part of ‘Sow, Grow and Farm’, children will learn about features and 
characteristics of land use in agricultural regions across the world, including a detailed 
exploration of significant environmental areas. 

PSHE&C   

We will be following the Jigsaw Year 5 planning which focuses on ‘Dreams and Goals’ and 
‘Healthy Me’. In Dreams and Goals, we will learn about different jobs and careers and begin 
to think about our dream jobs. We will explore the steps that we need to complete to get 
there and how other young people in different cultures achieve their dreams and goals.  
 
In ‘Healthy Me’, we will explore the health risks of smoking and alcohol. We will look at basic 
emergency aid procedures and how to get help in emergency situations. We will explore how 
social media and celebrity culture promotes certain body types. Children will be able to 
describe the role food can play in people’s lives and how this can relate to body image.  

 
RE 

Children will be taught R.E. weekly. Our key question this term is ‘Why are some journeys and 
some places special?’ The focus here is on exploring why people believe that some places are 
special and discovering what practices and events are associated with these places.  

Homework  

The children are expected to read regularly, practise their times tables and complete their 
spelling assignments to support them in these curriculum areas in school. In the Spring Term, 
we will also be sending home maths homework as well as grammar homework to consolidate 
the maths and writing we have been doing. On occasions, other optional homework may be 
sent home to support their learning.  
 

  
  

Other 
information  

Key dates:  
Monday 5th January – First day of Spring 1 
Friday 9th January – Mufti Day 
Thursday 5th February – Look Who’s Talking! Final  
Friday 6th February – Mufti Day 
Friday 6th February - NSPCC number day 
Friday 13th February – Last day of Spring 1 
Saturday 14th February – Sunday 22nd February – Half Term 
Monday 23th February – First day of Spring 2  
Tuesday 24th February – Parents’ Evening 
Thursday 5th March – World Book Day Celebrations 
Thursday 5th March – Parents’ Evening 
Friday 13th March - Disco 
Monday 16th March – SEND Parents’ meetings 
Monday 23rd March/ Tuesday 24th March – Year 5 Farm Trip  
Thursday 2nd April – INSET day – school closed 
Friday 3rd April – Sunday 19th April – Easter Holidays 
 

 
Thank you for your ongoing support 

 
Year 5 Team  


